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With immense pleasure, we present our department 

newsletter, SPECTRA – a convergence of thoughts and ideas.   

The Department of English Literature always aims at giving 

its best to the students, be it academics or extra-curricular 

activities. Apart from providing a space for the students to 

share their views and perspectives, this newsletter also gives 

an insight into the activities of the department. This past 

year has been a challenging and difficult period for everyone 

due to the pandemic. However, the department worked 

diligently to create a conducive virtual environment for 

learning as well as organize events and activities for the 

students. This newsletter is one such endeavor, that gives an 

opportunity to students to show case their talents. 

I would like to thank my editorial team for helping in 

creating this newsletter the way we visualized. I thank all the 

contributors for their articles, poems and sketches which 

have significantly added to the quality of the newsletter.  

It was indeed an enormous task to put this newsletter 

together and we do hope that it would be appealing and 

appreciated. I thank my department for trusting us and 

giving us an opportunity to bring out the first issue of 

Spectra. Read on!  

Kadambari R 

III Year B.A. English 
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     This year has been quite 

challenging, with the ongoing 

pandemic and a fraught political 

landscape, which have unavoidably 

shaped the conversations in our 

online seminars and classroom 

sessions. We are proud of the many 

ways by which the faculty of the 

Department of B.A.English have 

engaged the students via virtual 

classes, lectures and conferences 

alike. In the first edition of 

‘Spectra’, our students have written 

poems, stories and other creative 

forms of writing in a deeply 

engaging and impressive way. 

Despite the Covid protocols, the 

department managed to foster a 

sense of togetherness online with 

inter and intra department events. 

Most of which have been included 

in this edition of the newsletter. The 

transition to online platform did 

come with its fair amount of 

challenges, but we successfully 

managed to overcome it. We look 

forward to this review as we seek to 

cultivate and strengthen our 

commitment towards the student 

fraternity and to expand our 

newsletter into an annual marker in 

the department calendar. 

-Deepa Balendran 

Asst. Professor 

Department of English 
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ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES OF THE DEPARTMENT 2020 

 

 

1. Workshop on Art of Editing 

The department conducted a workshop for the III years, 

titled ‘The Art of Editing’ on the13th July 2019. The resource 

person for the workshop was Ms. Keerthana, Assistant Editor 

/ Special Correspondent, The Hindu. 

Ms. M. Jayalakshmi, Head of the Department (left) 

and Speaker Ms. Keerthana, 

Assistant Editor/Special Correspondent, 

‘TheHindu.’ (right) 

 

2. Guest Lecture on Reading Literature 

The department organized a guest lecture on R e a d i n g  L iterature 

on the 1st of August 2019 for final year undergraduate students and first-

year post graduate students. The resource person for the lecture was 

Christine Berberich, Senior Lecturer- University of Portsmouth, UK. 

 

              Christine Berberich, Senior Lecturer-University of Portsmouth, UK. 

 

 

3. Workshop on Reporting 

A workshop on reporting, the second part of the workshop series on 

editing and reporting, was organized on the10th of August 2019 for the III 

years. The resource person for the workshop was Ms. Keerthana, Assistant 

Editor/Special Correspondent, ‘The Hindu’.  

 

4. Student Presentations on Shakespeare  

As part of the course on Shakespeare, the III year students made presentations using PowerPoint on various themes of 

Shakespeare. The event was conducted on 28th August, 2019.  

5. Rendezvous 2019: 

 

Rendezvous 2019, the alumni meet of the department was conducted 

on the 10th of September, 2019.  

 

6. Workshop on English Language Teaching 

A workshop on English Language Teaching was organized for the III year students as part of the skill development 

initiative on 24th and 25th September, 2019. The resource person for the workshop was Dr. Nalini Singaravel, Former 

Head, Department of English, Women’s Christian College, Chennai. 

 

Ms. Keerthana, Assistant 

Editor/Special Correspondent, 

‘The Hindu’. (Speaker) 
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7. Scenes from Shakespeare  

The event which was conducted on 18th October, 2019, saw the students try their hand at theatre enacting scenes 

from select plays of Shakespeare.  

8. Lecdem on Translation Studies: 

A lecture demonstration on Translation Studies was organized for the III year students on 12th December 

2019.TheresourcepersonswereDr.R.Azhagarasan, Professor, Department of English, University of Madras and 

Dr.D.Venkataramanan, Associate Professor, Department of English, University of Madras.  

9. Fable: 

The department conducted a two day intra and intercollegiate literary fest ' Fable ' on the 20thand 21st of January, 2020. 

Competitions such as debate, literary quiz, theatre, creative writing and slam poetry were part of the event.  

 

10.  Catch Them Young: 
The students of the department attended a lecture on “Catch Them Young” at 

Vivekananda Cultural Centre on 4th, 5th, and 11th February, 2020. The students 

were accompanied by faculty members.  

11. Guest Lecture on English Language & Linguistics: 
                        A guest lecture on “English Language and Linguistics” was organized for the II year students on the 7th of February2020. The 

resource person for the guest lecture was Ms. Ashita Chandran, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Women’s Christian 

College. 

12. Poetry Interpretation: 

A classroom activity was conducted for the students which aimed at exploring the various ways in which the poem,  

'The Cattle Thief ' by Emily Pauline Johnson could be interpreted. The event was conducted on 12th February 2020. 

 

13.  EVS Educational Field Trip: 

As part of the EVS course, the department 

arranged an educational trip for II year students  

on February 21, 2020. The students visited 

Mahabalipuram, The Madras Crocodile Bank, 

Dakshina Chitra Museum and also interacted 

with the fishing communities along the seashore.  

They were accompanied by faculty members,  

Mrs.Deepa Balendran and Mr. J. Praveen Prabhu.  

                                                                

14. Movie Screening: 

Movie screening of School for Scandal, Importance of Being Earnest and Oliver Twist was 

organized by the department to provide a visual representation of the prescribed texts in the 

syllabus.  

15. Ignite the Young Minds: 
A virtual event, “Ignite the Youth Minds” was organized to give a platform to the successful alumni to share their experience with the students. 

 

Vivekananda Cultural Centre 

 

The Madras Crocodile Bank 
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16. The Written Word: A Guest Lecture  

A  g u e s t  l e c t u r e  o n  t h e  t o p i c ,  “The Written Word” was organized for the I years on 15
th  October 

2020. The resource person was Dr. Aparna Sundaram , Assistant Professor, Department of English, Dwaraka 

Doss Goverdhan Doss Vaishnav College, Chennai.  

17. Workshop on Content Writing 
The Department of English in collaboration 

with the Department of Visual Communication 

and the Department of Marketing Management 

conducted a Workshop on “Content Writing” for 

the students from 2nd November,2020to6th 

November, 2020. The resource person for the 

guest lecture was Ms. Geeta Padmanabhan, 

Freelance writer and Journalist. 

 

18. RENDEZVOUS 2020 – Virtual Alumni Meet: 

The alumni meet Rendezvous 2020 was conducted virtually by the department.  

 

 

 

 

19. MASKTASTIC 2020: 
The Department of English organized an 

outreach program, MASKTASTIC - One Step to 

Save for the students on 7th November, 2020. 

The purpose of this programme was to donate 

masks and other essential goods including food 

to those in need during the pandemic. 

20. LITEROSODY2020: 

The department conducted a twoday intra and intercollegiate virtual literary fest 

'LITEROSODY 2020 'on the 23rdand 30th of November 2020.  

 

21. Guest Lecture on Writing from the Margin: Feminism and 

Women’s Writing: 

A guest lecture on “Writing from the margin: Feminism and Women’s Writing” was 

organized by the department on 12th January, 2021. The resource person for the guest lecture 

was Dr. Aparna Sundaram, Assistant Professor, Department of English Literature, Dwaraka Doss 

Goverdhan Doss Vaishnav College, Chennai. 

 

22. Contemporary Perspectives: Interpreting Literary Texts 

The department conducted a paper presentation competition, “Contemporary Perspectives: Interpreting Literary Texts” on 30th March, 2021 

for the III year students.  
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LLeexxiiccaallllyy  ssppeeaakkiinngg!!    

 

 XANADU- An idealized place of great or idyllic magnificence and a beauty. 

 

 SERRY- To crowd closely together. 

 

 COCKAIGNE- An imaginary place of extreme luxury and ease. 

 

 SWEVEN- A vision seen in sleep: a dream. 

 

 NOVATURIENT- Desiring or seeking powerful change in one’s life, behavior, or situation. 
 

 ACERBIC - Harsh 

 

 ACRIMONIOUS - Resentment 

 

 BOORISH - Ill Mannered 

 

 BESET - Attack 

 

 DULLARD - Unimaginative Person 

 

 EPHEMERAL - Lasting A Very Short Time 

 

 FERAL - Wild 

 

 ACCLIMATE - To Get Used To 

 

 BILLOW - A Large Sea Wave 

 

 BEGUILE - Attract 
 

Yamuna Devi A 

I B.A. English 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Xantippe  (n) shrewish wife of Socrates; 
figuratively, a bad-tempered woman 
     The Taming of the Shrew, Act 1 
Scene 2 

Zany (n) clown's assistant; performer who 

mimics another's antics 

     Love's Labour's Lost, Act 5 Scene 2 

Rant (v) to speak at length in inflated or 

extravagant language 

     Hamlet, Act 5 Scene 1 

Nervy  (adj) sinewy or strong; bold; easily 

agitated 

     Coriolanus, Act 2 Scene 1 

Jaded (adj) worn out; bored or past feeling 
     Henry VI Part 2, Act 4 Scene 1 

“Go wisely and slowly. Those who rush stumble and fall.” – William Shakespeare 

https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/taming-of-the-shrew/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/loves-labours-lost/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/hamlet/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/coriolanus/
https://www.shakespeare.org.uk/explore-shakespeare/shakespedia/shakespeares-plays/henry-vi-part-2/
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A compilation of a few important titles published in the recent times.  

 

1.UNFINISHED: A MEMOIR 

 

Actor Priyanka Chopra Jonas’ memoir named Unfinished 

was released on February 13, 2021. The memoir promises to 

offer insights into Priyanka Chopra Jonas’ childhood in India 

and her formative teenage years in the US. Her return to 

India resulted in the newcomer being initiated into the world 

of beauty pageants, and against all odds, winning national 

and international crowns – Miss India and Miss World that 

launched her global acting career. 

 

2.THE LITTLE BOOK OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

 

Tibetan spiritual leader, the Dalai Lama, in his new book 

titled The Little Book of Encouragement, hash a red 

quotes and words of wisdom to promote human happiness. 

The book has been edited by Renuka Singh. It contains 130 

quotes related to how to deal with the new realities of the 

panic stricken world, combat rising extremism, polarity 

and climate change besides Dalai Lama’s views on Tibet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. AzADI 

Azadi: Freedom. Fascism. Fiction, the nonfiction book is a 

collection of essays that explores the meaning of freedom in  

a world of increasing authoritarianism. The essay collection 

includes meditations on language and roles of fiction and 

alternative imaginations amid global pandemic. 

 

4. A PROMISED LAND 

 

A Promised Land is a memoir by Barack Obama, the 

44thPresidentoftheUnitedStates.Published in November 

2020, A Promised Land is the first of two volumes of the 

book. This volume chronicles his early political life, his 

presidential campaign in 2008, and ends with the death of 
Osama bin Laden in 2011. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memoir
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barack_Obama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/President_of_the_United_States
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LLooiitteerriinngg  nneeaarr  tthhee  ggrreeeenn  vvaalllleeyy,,  

FFoouunndd  aa  rriivveerr  rruunnnniinngg  tthhrroouugghh..    

TThhee  ffllooww  ooff  wwaatteerr  wwaassnn''tt  ssttiillll  ssiinnccee,,  

TThheeyy  ccaarrrriieedd  aallll  tthhee  ppaallee  aanndd    

bblluuee..  AAmmoonngg  tthhee  mmiiddsstt  ooff  ccaallmm  

wweeaatthheerr TThheerree  bblloossssoommeedd  iinnnnoocceenntt  

wwiillddfflloowweerrss..  BBeeeess  ffllyyiinngg  aarroouunndd  

ccoolllleeccttiinngg  nneeccttaarr,,  AA  pplleeaassaanntt  sscceennee  

iinn  tthhee  hhaappppyy  hhoouurrss..  JJooyyfflllliittttllee  

bbuunnnniieess  hhooppppiinngg  aarroouunndd,,  TThhee  wwiilldd  

fflloowweerr  ggoott  tthheeiirr  pprreeyy.. 

IItt  sseeeemmeedd  lliikkee  bbaallllss  ooff  wwooooll  mmoovviinngg  

sslloowwllyy,,  ssoo  II  ccoouulldd  ppoorrttrraayy.. 

TThhee  ssuunn  sshhiinniinngg  aatt  iitt  ssppeeaakk  mmaaddee    

AA  lloovveellyy  ddaayy  wwiitthh  aa  cclleeaarr  bblluuee  sskkyy.. 

RReemmiinniisscceedd  mmyy  ggoooodd  oolldd  ddaayyss  ssiittttiinngg  oonn  tthhee  ggrraassss  ddrreeaammiinngg,,  

II  ccoouulldd  ffllyy.. 

II  ssuurrmmiissee  tthhaatt  eevveenn  WWoorrddsswwoorrtthh  wwaannddeerreedd  lliikkee  mmee,,  

TToo  ddiissccoovveerr  wwoorrddss  ttoo  wwrriittee.. 

''SSppoonnttaanneeoouuss  oovveerr  ffllooww  ooff  ppoowweerrffuull  

eemmoottiioonn'',,  GGrreeeenn  vvaalllleeyy  bbeessttoowweedd  hhiiss  wwoorrddss  

ttoo  ddeelliigghhtt..  BBeehhoollddiinngg  tthhee  eevveennttss  ffrroomm  

bbeehhiinndd  tthhee  ttrreeeess,,    

IInn  tthhee  mmiiddddllee  ooff  ppeennnniinngg  mmyy  ppaassssiioonn..  

HHeennccee  tthhee  mmuuddddlleedd  tthhoouugghhttss  ooff  mmiinnee,,  

TTuurrnneedd  ttoo  iimmmmeerrssee  ppooeettrryy  tthhaatt  iiss  

uunnssppookkeenn.. 

--JJuubbiilliinnVViinniiffaa,,  IIIIII  BB..AA..  EEnngglliisshh  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
TThhee  mmoooonn  II  sseeee,, 

HHaass  fflleedd  ffaarr  ffrroomm  mmee.. 

TThhee  ddaarrkknneessss  nnooww  hhaass  ddeennttss,,  

AAnndd  mmyy  hheeaarrtt  ssttaarrttss  ttoo  vveenntt,,  

AAss  II  sseeee  tthhee  nniigghhtt,, 

WWiitthh  ssttaarrss  tthhaatt  ddoonn''tt  sshhooww  lliigghhtt.. 

TThhee  cclloouudd  II  sseeee  iiss  nnooww  ppaallee,,  

LLiikkee  mmyy  wwoorrddss  tthhaatt  aarree  ffrraaiill..  

YYeett,,  II  ssmmiillee  iinn  tthhee  rraaiinn,, 

BBuutt  oonnllyy  II  kknnooww  tthhaatt  iiss  ffeeiiggnn..  

TThhee  bbiirrdd  II  kknnooww  ccrriieess,,  

SSeeaarrcchhiinngg  ffoorr  aa  bbrraanncchh,, 

TThhaatt  ssttiillll  lliivveess.. 

TThhee  ffiisshh  II  kknnooww  ppiinneess,,    

FFoorr  aa  rriivveerr  tthhaatt  ddrriieess..  YYeett  

tthheeyy  ssoommeehhooww  tthhrriivvee,,  

WWiitthh  aa  wwiillll  ttoo  bbee  aalliivvee..  

TThhee  fflloowweerr  II  kknnooww  bblloooommss,,  

AAmmiidd  aallll  tthhee  gglloooommss.. 

AAnndd  tthhee  rruusstteedd  cchhiimmeess  II  hhaavvee,,  

NNooww  pprroodduuccee  ttuunneess.. 

AAnndd  nnooww  tthhee  wwiinndd  bblloowwss,, 

WWiitthh  aa  mmeelllliifflluuoouuss  ssoonngg  tthhaatt  fflloowwss,,  

AAmmoonnggsstt  aallll  tthhee  ffeeuuddss  aanndd  ffuummeess..    

YYeett,,  hheerree  II  aamm,, 

AAmmiidd  mmyy  rraattttlliinngg  tthhoouugghhttss,, 

WWiitthh  aa  ppeenn  tthhaatt  ffrreeqquueennttllyy  ddrrooppss,,    

SSeeaarrcchhiinngg  ffoorr  wwoorrddss  tthhaatt  rrhhyymmee,,    

AAtt  aann  hhoouurr  ppaasstt  mmiiddnniigghhtt.. 

--KKaaddaammbbaarrii  RR,,  IIIIII  BB..AA..  EEnngglliisshh 
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II  ffeeeell  iitt  ddeeeepp  iinn  mmyy  hheeaarrtt..  

MMyy  nneerrvveess  ttrreemmbbllee  ffoorr  tthhee  ssoouull,,  MMyy  vveeiinnss  sseenndd                                  

lloovvee  ttoo  tthhee  hheeaarrtt,,  

TThhee  iinneevviittaabbllee  qquueessttiioonniinngg  ooff  ttrriiuummpphh,,  TThhee  

oovveerrwwhheellmmiinngg  ooff  mmiinndd  vvooiicceess..  

IItt  iiss  nnoott  hhaattee,,  iitt  iiss  nnoott  bbrruuttaall,,  TThhee  hhaarrdd  

rroocckk  ffeeeellss  tthhee  ffaallll..  

YYoouu  aarree  nnoott  hheeaavvyy  rriigghhtt  tthheenn  iinn  yyoouurr  bbrraaiinn,,  

YYoouu  aarree  ffrraaggiillee,,  aass  yyoouurr  eeyyeellaasshheess  wweett..  GGiivvee  iitt  aa  

mmoommeenntt,,  ffeeeell  tthhee  ppeeaaccee  iinn  TThhee  rriivveerrss  hhaadd  aallwwaayyss  hhaadd  

eennoouugghh  tthhrroowwss,,  

YYeett,,  iitt  kkeeeeppss  fflloowwiinngg  iinn  iittss  oowwnn  ppaaccee..  IInn  yyoouurr  mmiinnddss,,  

lleett  tthhee  rriivveerr  ffllooww  

IItt  iiss  ttoottaallllyy  ffiinnee,,  yyoouu  hhaavvee  mmeett  tthhee  ffaallll..  

YYoouu  sshhaallll  rriissee  hhiigghh  aass  eevveerr  yyoouu  wwiillll  ddoo,,    

TThhee  ppuuzzzzlleess  wwiillll  

ffiitt  tthhee  rriiddddlleess  yyoouu  llooookk  ffoorr......  

--SSwweetthhaa,,  IIIIII  BB..AA..  EEnngglliisshh  

  

MMiinndd  ddooeessnn''tt  ssttaayy  bbaallaanncceedd,,                                                                             

TThhee  ccoonnttrroolllleerr  mmuusstt  ggaaiinn  ccoonnttrrooll..  

  TTeellllss  ttoo  pprraaccttiiccee,,  

LLeett  ggoo  tthhee  ffeeaarr  ooff  ffaalllliinngg  ddoowwnn,, 

RRaaiissee  tthhee  bbaarr  ooff  eenneerrggyy,,  iitt  ssaayyss.. 

TToo  kkeeeepp  iitt  ssttaabbllee..  TThhoouugghh,,  tthhee  ffeeaarr  ssttaayyss,,                                           

OOnnccee  ffaalllleenn  ddoowwnn  ggaaiinneedd  tthhee  eexxppeerriieennccee  

  wwhhiicchh  vvaanniisshheedd  tthhee  ffeeaarr..  

IInniittiiaallllyy  ffaalllleenn  ddoowwnn  aanndd  eevveennttuuaallllyy  rroossee  uupp!! 

FFeeeell  tthhee  ffaaiilluurree,,  ttoo  ggaaiinn  tthhee  ssuucccceessss.. 

 

LLiiffee  iiss  aa  bbiiccyyccllee  rriiddee,, 

RRiiddee  iitt  ttiillll  yyoouu  mmaakkee  iitt  bbaallaanncceedd..    

WWhheenn  tthhee  gguuiiddiinngg  hhaannddss  aarree  ttaakkeenn  ooffff 

TThhee  ssttaattee  ooff  iinnddeeppeennddeennccee  iiss  ffeelltt  wwiitthh  iimmmmeennssee  pplleeaassuurree..  

DDaasshhiinngg  tthhee  wwiinndd  ffaaccee  ttoo  ffaaccee  ttrriiggggeerrss  ttoo  ppeeddaall  ffaasstteerr  

FFiinnaallllyy  ggaaiinneedd  tthhee  bbaallaannccee  ssiimmppllee  aass  iitt  iiss,, 

RRiiddee  lliiffee  lliikkee  aa  bbiiccyyccllee.. 

 

--SSuupprraajjaa..JJ,,IIIIIIBB..AA..EEnngglliisshh 
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IItt  ttaallkkss  aabboouutt  aarreeaass  ooff  rriicchh  MMeeaaddoowwss,,  ppaassttuurree,,  IItt''ss  mmaaiinn  ffooccuuss,,  ''lloovvee  ffoorr  

nnaattuurree''.. 

CCoommpplleetteellyy  ttiirreedd  ooff  hhuummaann  lloovvee,,  

NNooww  sseeaarrcchheess  iitt  iinn  ppiiggeeoonnss  aanndd  

ddoovvee.. 

IIttss  iinntteerreesstt  lliieess  iinn  bbiizzaarrrree,,  ssuuppeerrnnaattuurraall  aanndd  ggootthhiicc  eelleemmeennttss,,  

SSaaddllyy,,  eevveenn  iinn  ddeeaadd  ffrraaggmmeennttss.. 

IItt''ss  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  eemmoottiioonn,, 

AAnndd  sshhoowwccaasseess  tthhee  hhiigghheesstt  rraannkk  ooff  

iimmaaggiinnaattiioonn..  IItt''ss  ooppttiimmiissttiicc  vviieeww  ttoo  lliiffee  iiss  

uunnmmaattcchheedd,, 

BBeelliieeff  iinn  aann  iinnddiivviidduuaall,,  nnoo  ssttrriinnggss  aattttaacchheedd..  

IItt  iiss  sseewwnn  bbyy  eexxppeerriieennccee,, 

WWoorrnn  wwiitthh  sseennssuuaalliittyy  aanndd  

sseennssee..  FFrreeeeddoomm  ffrroomm  rruulleess,, 

LLiiffee,,  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  ssoocciieettyy,,  

SSoolliittaarryy,,  wwiitthh  jjuusstt  ggrruueell.. 

WWoorrsshhiippppeerrss    ooff  nnaattuurree  aanndd  ssppiirriittuuaalliittyy.. 

IItt’’ss  ssoommeetthhiinngg  ddiiffffeerreenntt  oorr  ssoommeetthhiinngg  kknnoowwnn,,  

SSaayy  oo  jjuusstt!!  FFrroomm  tthhee  tthhrroonnee.. 

((RReeaaddeerrss  rreeffeerreennccee::  TThhee  ''iitt''ss''  hheerree  iiss  RRoommaannttiicciissmm,,  TThhiiss  ppooeemm  iiss  ooppeenn  ffoorr  

CCrriittiicciissmm..)) 

--  MMaayyuurr..SS,,  IIIIII  BB..AA..  EEnngglliisshh 

 

 

 

Poetry is when an emotion has found its thought and the thought has found words.” ― Robert Frost 
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HOW PANDEMIC HELPED REJUVENATE THE SOULS 
 

2020, definitely was a tough year for everyone. The word pandemic itself makes one tremble. People were isolated, not only 

physically but also mentally. Some lost family, some lost their friends, some lost their jobs and some lost hope. People were 

poverty-stricken and many were depressed. It was and is really a tough time for people to stay indoors and not see the outside 

world. It was as though the people were caged. The idle minds contemplated so many things. Many had become slaves to their 

negative thoughts. 

But, despite all odds, many found this pandemic as a break in their monotonous life. Though the extroverts weren’t happy, 

the introverts really took this time as a blessing in their lives. Few took this break to relax from the cruelty of getting up early 

in the morning to leave for work. People got their “ME TIME”. Some started cooking their favourite dishes and posting the 

same on social media. Some started businesses on their own. Few started baking. Many wrote soulful poetry. Many read 

books. People started appreciating small things. People understood the importance of relationships. They took care of the 

people they love. Friends who barely had time to meet played Ludo together. People connected virtually to reduce the thought 

of separation. People started gardening. They sowed seeds and watched them transform into a plant. They planted flowers and 

watched them bloom. Many became aware of their physical health and fitness. People slowly started to understand the 

importance of mental health and most importantly, people started valuing others for who they are. 

2020 taught us much more than any other years. It taught us to live. It taught us to love. It has taught us how to deal with loss. 

It taught us to be united. It taught us to show mercy. People realised that every step on this earth counts and now they know 

that they have to live their lives to the fullest. –Kadambari R, III B.A. English 

LOSING SOMEONE YOU LOVE… 

Losing someone close to us is the worst thing that can happen to us. This is a feeling shared by all and overcoming it is 

definitely difficult. But it is possible to overcome if you try to analyse the situation and accept the inevitable.  Some ways to 

deal with the loss are discussed below.  

1. Knowing why! 

Examine where it went wrong or what's the reason that caused someone to leave you. Probably there would be three possible 

reasons according to me; 

• It's your fault somewhere. 

• They felt uncomfortable being with you. 

• There's a third-person in between. 

So if it's your fault and if you feel you're right, then accept the fact that they are no longer in your life. But,ifyoureallyfeelguilty 

for your mistake, try changing it. Maybe it'll help you in future relationships. Second of all, if they decide not to be with you, 

question them because not knowing why will haunt you forever. When you know the reason, try to agree with it and 

understand it's their choice to stay or to leave. The third possibility is that there would be some other person who turned out 

to be the reason for ruining your good relationship. If it's the third one, agree that they don't deserve to be with you. 

2. What if the person is closely related to you?  

I understand. It's literally a tough situation when you lose the person who was your top priority. In my own life, I had lost 

many friends and close relatives that left me depressed. Yet, in reality, one has to accept the fact and move on. That is the way 

life works.  

"People who are meant to be in your life will surely stay accepting all your flaws." 

3. How can one overcome it? 

Being kind to yourself is very important at this point. I agree, there is no way the loss of a particular person is replaceable but, 

there is always more room for happiness and peace in life. It is important to be wise in choosing people. Be friendly with 

everyone but choose right people whom you want in your life, whom you can trust and respect. 

4. Decisions that you must make  

• Stop fretting over people who don't care about you. At one point, you will have to give up on certain people so that you can 

have a better life.  

• Sad truth is "Nothing lasts forever". It'll take you a lot of experience to accept this reality but once you get to understand 

this, you can surely stand up for yourself. 
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• Never be imprisoned i n  t h e  p a s t  a n d  b e  s a d d l e d  w i t h  t h e  thoughts of someone who is no more in your present life. 

• Don't be emotionally dependent on others. It doesn't matter even if they are your family or very close friends, you must 

learn to develop an emotional intelligence that would guard you.  

-JubilinVinifa, III B.A. English 

 

A NEW JOURNEY 

Yo! What's up folks, this isn't a start of a rap don't worry. Just here to share my experience, how I felt when I was in your 

shoes. It was a branded shoe named "the first day of college", been there, enjoyed, now sharing it. So, it won't start like "once 

upon a time", and I hope you don't find it boring, so stay with me. The first day of college, oh my god, how will it be? Will I find 

my true love here? My soul mate? How will my friends be? Will I be able to make new friends? Seniors, what about them? Is 

ragging still a thing? Oh no, fear, will they rag me or anyone else from our class? Who will be the hero among us? Will we be 

able to stop the bullies and teach them a lesson? Will college life be just like they showed in 3 idiots and Nanban? But this isn't 

an engineering college plus it's in Chennai. I assumed that we could wear T-shirts and tracks in college, so I purchased a lot of 

those, then it turned out that we can only wear formals. At school we have games periods, but I thought at college, that would 

change and we can play any sport we want but I was wrong here too, Only players are allowed to play, like the ones who have 

achieved titles and who further want to build a career in sports. As my house is far away, travelling drains me out. So I thought 

the hostel would be great and I would be able to escape from household chores and live my life peacefully. My parents did not 

let me join the hostel.  

All of a sudden I was right there, entering the college, new beginnings, walking through a new journey, walking the path which 

was taken by everyone. I wasn't Robert Frost. It was like a carnival in there, people were gathered, flags were hoisted, they 

were already recruiting, for various clubs of the college. You guys should try it. I swayed away from it and reached my class 

and what a sight, people all around looking at me. All are talking with each other as if they are long lost friends. Am I in the 

wrong wing, where do I fit, I just sat in one place. I don't remember to whom I spoke to first or who spoke to me first. Seniors 

entered, I was ready for action but all the director said was 'cut'. Seniors were a gem. They mingled with us as if we were their 

siblings. All our professors, our whole department is awesome, it’s a gift for us. They will just be there for you whenever you 

need them, guide you along this path. They will complete the whole journey with you. College life is just full of opportunities, 

bringing out hidden talents and finding your purpose. They say school life is the best, still is, agreed, but college life is best 

when you come to a certain age of leading a mature, adventurous and responsible life. You have places to hang out in and 

outside colleges. You have a canteen so eat as much as you want, no one will get free food if you say my name, that works only 

in movies. There is no student of the year competition here. And later you will come across this in SHE, "drink life the lease ".-

Mayur S, III B.A. English 

 

 

FUTURE INDIA 

The word India gives me the chills. I am proud of myself for being an Indian. India is a fantabulous country filled with 

abundant resources such as an extraordinary variety of flora and fauna, bustling youth and is pioneering in the field of science, 

technology, etc. But how long are we going to speak about only these developments, and when are we going to attain the 

reputation that, it indeed is a developed nation? How much longer are we going to say that we are still a developing nation? 

2020 was our greatest vision but unfortunately turned into a tragedy. During bleak periods like these, finding hope is 

difficult but  people shouldn’t lose heart. Definitely, we, as a species, will prevail. This is the truth and I believe in it. The 

reason is because  so many others have done it before us. In 1918 the Spanish flu massacred 18 million people, which is nearly 

6percent of our Indian population at that time. Even the greatest leader of our country, the nation's pride, Mahatma Gandhi 

was also affected by this virus which he later mentioned in his autobiography, "All interest in living had ceased". The arrival of 

the flu coincided with a drought in 1918, which led to famine in large parts of the country. It is very conventional for every 

generation to underestimate the potential of its following generation, because they don't realize that the progress of a 

generation becomes the foundation for the next. We don't know if one day they could build things that our generation would 

have never dreamt of. My dream for the future of India is that instead of converting cities into modern cities, we need modern 

villages. And that is the only criteria for the development of India. To start with, everything must be done to uplift the lives of 

the farmers.  

Their lives are being ruined by debts and deaths, only to provide us quality food. Each and every farmer aspires for a better 

life for his/her children. And that is the greatest tribute to our farmers would be to acknowledge their invaluable contribution 

to the country. –Supraja J, III B.A. English 
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Karl Marx  

 

 Karl Heinrich Marx(1818-1883), a political thinker,  a Social Philosopher and a 

visionary who envisaged a world without divisions and exploitation. His clarion call 
to the working class and marginalized groups still hold relevance in today’s world,  

“Workers of the World Unite, 

you have nothing to lose but your chains, you have a World to win” 

 

The main focus of his ideology was the class struggles that created inequality in the society. He said “The History of hitherto all existing 

society is full of struggle between the haves and have-nots”. In every society there are two classes—owners –working class, land lords–

labourers, capitalists– workers, bourgeoisie-proletariats (class in the form of economic status and in some cases cultural).  

There as on for the class struggle is private ownership and accumulation of 
surplus wealth and mainly, exploitation of the labour by the capitalists. There is a 
saying that- “refined sugar from the packing cannot be touched by a sugarcane 
farmer as his/her hand is dirty”. Likewise,a daily wage construction worker cannot 
afford a building for a home himself. We are awestruck by the magnificent 
constructions and the crystal white sugar but fail to respect and acknowledge the 

contribution of the sugarcane farmer who cultivated it and the construction 
worker who built it. In this context, the ideas of Marx are very pertinent to end 
discrimination and exploitation of the labour force and create an equal world. 

Marxist ideology has regularly featured in films and popular culture of our country which have a mass appeal. Many 

actors have delivered dialogues based on Marxist ideology on the screen and were able to create an impact among the 

masses. 

MGR in his famous movie Idhayakani through the song “uzhaikum tholzargale ondru koodungal” calls for labourers to unite. 

In the movie Uzhaipaalli, Rajinikanth emphasizes on the importance of labourers through the song,“pirar 
valzvadheengal vervaiyildhan’. 

 

Marx’s objective was to establish a classless communist society. He believed that the ownership of materialistic 
resources has its own command in all institutions like marriage, education, family, etc. Though there are certain 
criticisms of his theory today, his ideology will live on until the gap between the privileged and the poor is bridged.  

-S.P. Vignesh, III B.A. English 

 

 

 

 
“It matters not what someone is born, but what they grow to be.” 

–J.K. Rowling in Harry Potter 

                   Supraja J, III B.A. English 
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“We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite hope.”-Martin Luther KingJr. 

 

 

 

 

PPAANNDDEEMMIICC  &&  PPEEOOPPLLEE  

 

                 The editorial team asked a few questions to the staff and students on the pandemic and how it has changed our lives.  

 

1. How has the pandemic changed your perspective of life? 

It has taught me the things that I forgot and yes, one thing it has taught me is the uncertainty.– 

Aravind Janakiraman, III B. A .English 

 

It made me realise that education doesn't need a well-furnished building, just a smart device with network 

connection is enough. –S.P.Vignesh, III B.A. English 

2. What impact did pandemic have on education? 

There isn't so much impact, but the way I was preparing for my exam before has totally changed. I got plenty of 

time to do online courses. There was an equal balance between academic work and leisure time. – Pooja S, III B.A. 

English 

 

First of all, pandemic made me realize that our health and life are more important than studies. So I took care 

of my health.- Madesh Melodian L, III B.A. English 

3. New things you learnt during pandemic. 

Learnt how life is inside correctional institutions and rehabilitation centers for juveniles and adults. The 

importance of a routine and the discipline it takes to form and sustain a habit or break out of a habit. To not obsess 

about the future and practice mind fullness to live in the present. –B.Sooryajith, IIIB.A. English. 

 

Stitching clothes, cooking new cuisine and also completed a novel. Best thing about staying indoors is that I 

started to read a lot. –S. Krithika, III B.A. English. 

4. What is your opinion on online learning? 

It was challenging and interesting. –Madesh MelodianL, III B.A. English. 

 

It's quite boring. While we were in campus we used to be neatly dressed, maintain discipline and listen to the 

lectures peacefully but during online classes we are completely different. So I think it is better to have regular 

classes in the classroom on campus. – Jayashree S, III B.A. English. 

5. How would you describe your experience of teaching during pandemic? (only  for teachers) 

Initially so interesting and now so bored in connecting virtually. – J Praveen Prabhu, Asst. Professor, Department 

of English. 

 

It has been wonderful so far. It is a different experience, students are excited and as long as we keep the class interesting 

and exciting it is a good thing. Students and teachers must switch on the camera so that face to face communication can 

happen and this virtual medium becomes one of a kind. –Deepa Balendran, Asst. Professor, Department of English. 
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Hari Pranav B, III B.A. English 

1. QUOTE: "Remember, Hope is a good thing, 

maybe the best of things, and no good thing 

ever dies." 

HINT: Has published 62 novels, including 

seven under the pen name Richard Bachman, 

and five non-fiction books. 

2. QUOTE: Who controls the past controls the 

future. Who controls the present controls the 

past. 

HINT: His work is characterized by lucid 

prose, biting social criticism, opposition to 

totalitarianism, and outspoken support of 

democratic socialism. 
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Mercy Sujitha J, I B.A. English 

 

 

 

 

 

Swetha D, III B.A. English 

Supraja J, III B.A. English 

Kadambari R, III B.A. English 

 

Mercy Sujitha J, I B.A. English 
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✓✓✓   Karthikeyan S, III B.A. English 

✓✓✓   Swetha D, III B.A. English 

✓✓✓   Srinivas B, III B.A. English 
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